AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claim 1 (Currently Amended) An image enlarging apparatus comprising: 

an imaging means for outputting a photographed image of a subject, wherein a vertical 
line count and a horizontal line count of the photographed image are greater than a vertical line 
count and a horizontal line count of a television format; 

an image cropping means for receiving the photographed image output from said imaging 
means, for cropping the photographed image, and for generating a cropped image, the 
photographed image being cropped by cutting off at least a top portion and a b ottom portion of 
the received photographed image such that (i) a vertical line count and a hor izontal line count of 
the received photographed image are not compressed, and (ii) the having a vertical line count and 
the-a horizontal line count of the cropped image matches matching the vertical line count and the 
horizontal line count of the television format; 

an image compression processing means for receiving the photographed image output 
from said imaging means, for compressing the photographed image such that the vertical line 
count and the horizontal line count of the photographed image match the vertical line count and 
the horizontal line count of the television format, and for generating a compressed image; 

a switching means for selecting the cropped image generated by said image cropping 
means or the compressed image generated by said image compression processing means and for 
outputting the selected image; and 

an enlargement processing means for enlarging the selected image output from said 
switching means. 

Claim 2 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging apparatus as described in claim 1 , 
wherein said image cropping means specifies on the photographed image a start point at one 
corner of a rectangular cropped image and an end point at a diagonally opposite corner of the 
rectangular cropped image. 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging apparatus as described in claim 1 , 
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further comprising a cropping area determining means for setting a location of the image to be 
cropped from the photographed image. 



Claim 4 (Cancelled) 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) An image enlarging method comprising: 

producing a photographed image of a subject, wherein a vertical line count and a 
horizontal line count of the photographed image are greater than a vertical line count and a 
horizontal line count of a television format; 

cropping the photographed image and generating a cropped image bv cutting off at least a 
ton portion and a bottom portion of the received photographed image such that (i) a vertical line 
count and a horizontal line count of the received photographed image are not compressed, and 
(if) the having a vertical line count and the-a horizontal line count of the cropped image matches - 
matching the vertical line count and the horizontal line count of the television format; 

compressing the photographed image such that the vertical line count and the horizontal 
line count of the photographed image match the vertical line count and the horizontal line count 
of the television format and generating a compressed image; 

selecting the cropped image generated by said cropping of the photographed image or the 
compressed image generated by said compressing of the photographed image; and 

enlarging the selected image. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging method as described in claim 5, 
wherein said cropping of the photographed image further includes specifying on the 
photographed image a start point at one corner of a rectangular cropped image and an end point 
at a diagonally opposite corner of the rectangular cropped image. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging method as described in claim 5, 
further comprising setting a location of the image to be cropped from the photographed image. 



3 



Claim 8 (Cancelled) 



Claim 9 (Currently Amended) An image enlarging apparatus comprising: 

an image quality processor operable to output a photographed image of a subject, wherein 
a vertical line count and a horizontal line count of the photographed image are greater than a 
vertical line count and a horizontal line count of a television format; 

an image trimming circuit operable to receive the photographed image output from said 
image quality processor, operable to crop the photographed image by cutting off at least a top 
portion and a bottom portion of the received photographed image such that (i) a vertical line 
count and a horizontal line count of the received photographed image are not compressed, and 
(ii) the , and op e rabl e to g e n e rat e a cropp e d imago having a vertical line count and the- a 
horizontal line count of the cropped image matches matching the vertical line count and the 
horizontal line count of the television format; 

an image signal processing circuit operable to receive the photographed image output 
from said image quality processor, operable to compress the photographed image such that the 
vertical line count and the horizontal line count of the photographed image match the vertical 
line count and the horizontal line count of the television format, and operable to generate a 
compressed image; 

a switch operable to select the cropped image generated by said image trimming circuit or 
the compressed image generated by said image signal processing circuit and output the selected 
image; and 

an image sizing circuit operable to receive the selected image output from said switch and 
operable to enlarge the selected image. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging apparatus as described in claim 9, 
wherein said image trimming circuit is further operable to specify on the photographed image a 
start point at one corner of a rectangular cropped image and an end point at a diagonally opposite 
corner of the rectangular cropped image. 
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Claim 11 (Previously Presented) The image enlarging apparatus as described in claim 9, 
further comprising an operating unit operable to set a location of the image to be cropped from 
the photographed image. 



5 



